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Welcome to Staff Notes, the Plainville Community Schools information update delivered bi-weekly via email 
to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members district-wide 
via highlights of Board of Education initiatives, programs, events, staff and student achievements & more. 

Staff Notes: Comments? Suggestions? Contact Lynn Davis, Communications Specialist, 
        793-3220 ext. 236, or via email: davisl @plainvilleschools.org 

 

PHS Football Players Share New Read-
ing Program With Linden Students! 
Plainville High School Varsity Football Coach, Chris 
Farrell, together with Linden Literacy Resource 
Teachers Melissa Tynik and Tahlya Granja, came 
together to design a new and exciting reading experi-
ence for students in kindergarten through fifth grade 
at Linden. Each Friday afternoon, the high school’s 
varsity football players visit Linden “in uniform” to 
read with Linden students. In sharing their love for 
reading, they highlight the power of perseverance, 
teamwork, grit, and stamina.  

Toffolon’s Cardboard Challenge 
Toffolon students were recently invited to partici-
pate in the “Cardboard Challenge” - an event in-
spired by a YouTube video entitled “Caine’s Ar-
cade” about a boy in Los Angeles who created a 
working arcade out of cardboard and recycled ma-
terials. The Cardboard Challenge invites children 
across the world to be like Caine and use their im-
agination and the power of creative play to create 
something of their own out of cardboard and recy-
cled materials to share with others. The Cardboard 
Challenge provides students with an opportunity to 
use their creativity to build upon STEM concepts 
and encourages them to be inventive and re-
sourceful as they experiment and persevere 
through challenges. On October 23, Toffolon had a 
“Day of Play” where students shared their crea-
tions. 

MSP Group Attends “MYO” 
MSP Technology teachers Kim Coyle and Camille 
Westfall, together with 21 seventh and eighth 
grade girls recently attended the  “Multiply Your Op-
tions” (MYO) one-day program at the UCONN 
School of Engineering. MYO is a one-day confer-
ence for middle school girls designed to expose 
them to female role models in science, mathematics, 
engineering and technology (STEM.) The confer-
ence featured two sessions; the first included hand-
on workshops or problem solving activities conduct-
ed by female facilitators with STEM focused careers. 
Afternoon sessions featured an interactive panel ac-
tivity entitled "tool clues." During the tool clues panel 
session, female role models were asked to bring  
work objects or "tools" that give "clues" about their 
profession, and the students working in small groups 
had to determine each woman’s occupation. 
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Did You Know? More than 100 colleges, uni-
versities, branches of the military and several foun-
dations were in attendance at the PHS College 
Fair held on October 23! 

Fire Safety For Wheeler First Graders 
Plainville Fire Marshal Larry Sutherland recently  
visited Wheeler first graders to talk about fire safe-
ty and when to use 911. Students learned about 
checking home detectors, crawling low under smoke 
and to stop, drop and roll if their clothes caught fire. 
Mr. Sutherland also discussed the importance of 
having a meeting spot to be sure everyone was out 
safely. Students enjoyed walking through the fire 
truck after learning about what it carried and the roll 
of the equipment on board.  

PHS Homecoming! 
Plainville High School celebrated Homecoming 
last weekend with a number of activities. The 
“throwback” varsity football game was held at 
Norton Park, with a Blue Devil win over Enrico 
Fermi High School, 40-0. The Homecoming Court 
was announced during half time featuring: fourth 
runners-up: Lauren Lederman and Ryan 
Gorham, third runners-up: Myranda LaPira and 
Nick Cyr, second runners-up: Emily Bienasz 
and Andrew Autunno, first runners-up: Stepha-
nie Martino and Jon Lindgren, and Homecom-
ing King and Queen: Jamilex Rosada-Rivera 
and Jared Romankiw. A float parade / contest 
was also held with the seniors taking first place 
with the Mardi Gras theme. Finally, the Home-
coming Dance was held at the high school on 
Saturday, October 24. 


